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Finding cartographic materials
For a patron, finding the right map is not always easy, even in the Internet Age. What a patron needs may be published as a monographic map, be included in a map series, or be a part of a larger work (atlases, books, or periodicals). This cartographic material may be available in the library, accessible through Internet or has to be bought from the map producer or a map dealer. This material may be either a printed one or an electronic one.

To help the patron and the map librarian to identify the right cartographic material and to know how to obtain it, different tools are available. These tools may be general source books, map dealers’ catalogues (printed or available on the World Wide Web), libraries’ catalogues, map publishers’ catalogues...
The main tools to help in identifying specific cartographic materials are reviewed, emphasizing the sources easily available for the patrons. Among these sources, let us quote GeoKatalog2/Geoscience (ILH), World mapping today (Parry & Perkins, 2002), libraries’ catalogues, bibliographic databases (e.g. GeoRef), national cartographic agencies’ web sites, map dealers’ web sites, free electronic collections,…

Different “strategies” for finding cartographic materials are also discussed. As there is often no single way to catalogue cartographic materials, there is no one right way to find them in libraries’ catalogues.

Even if Internet is a helpful tool for identifying cartographic materials, finding some of them can always be time-consuming. As our students frequently discover, all maps can not be found on the Internet!
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