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K. Delbecque, MP. Hayette, Th. Jeukens, Ph. Delvenne, N.Hardy, O. Detry, P. Demol, Ch.
Hauwaert, J. Boniver, Depts. of Pathology, Microbiology, Rheumatology and Surgery,
University Hospital of Liége, CHU, B-4000 Lege, Belgium.

We report the case of a 76-year old woman who underwent a partial hepatectomy for
suspicion of breast cancer metastasis. Histopathological examination of the hepatic mass
revealed an alveolar echinococcosis.This rare parasitic disease is related to the
development in the liver of cistodes larvae of echinococcus multilocularis and must be
differentiated from the classical hydatid cyst, caused by echinococcosis granulosis.

We report the epidemiology, pathogenesis and the clinical consequences of this infection for
human beings.



