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be followed step by step. M. Emile Banning, the author of
“The Political Dhvision of Africa,” says;

“ The annexation of Africa to the civilized empires of the world, the
dividing of its vast terrvitories among the nations of Europe, the initiation,
under their guidance, of millions of savages into higher condigions of exist-
ence, will certainly be one of the most momentous events of our age.”

Let us first examine the origin of the Congo Free State
We may say that it sprang complete from the head, or rather
from the heart, of the King of the Belgians, like Minerva from the
head of Jupiter. It came into existence in a far more marvelous

manner than the Indian Empire, the object of Toequeville’s great

admiration. It was born in Brussels, not in Africa, and was the
outcome of a series of cleverly-combined diplomatic transactions,
being inno way due to conquests or to violent annexations.
When Belgium was separated from Holland, in 1880, she lost
the magnificent colonies which her northern neighbors had brought
as # dowry when the kingdom of the Netherlands was founded, in
1515. As the population of Belgium is denser than that of any
other country, and as her industries are more extensively devel-
oped, there was a fear that outlets for her trade would be lacking
in these times of protectionism, when all countries are raising
their import duties. Since Leopold IL’s accession to the throne,
his great object has been to secure colonial possessions to Belgium
for her excess of population and production. To this end he
founded, in October, 1878, with the aid of eminent African ex-
plorers, the International African Association. Its object was to
form eommittecs in several countries, with a view to the eollection
of funds, and to the establishment of a chain of stations across
Africa, passing by Lake Tanganyika, to assist future explorers.
Accordingly committees were formed, whose presidents were as
follows: in England, the Prince of Wales; in Germany, the

Crown Prince; in Italy, the King's brother; in France, M. de

Lesseps; and in Belgium, King Leopold. Sums of money were
subscribed, and stations were opened from Bogamovo (just south
of Zanzibar) to Lake Tanganyika; but when, toward the close of
1877, Stanley reappeared on the Atlantic coast and revealed the
immense length of the marvelous Congo River, King Leopold at
onee turned Lis attention in that direction. That he might not
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the application of the principles of the convention, may have re-
course to its services.  The regulations referring to commereial
liberty, to free navigation even in time of war, and to the equality
of foreigners and natives, are equally applicable in the basin of
the Niger. The eonvention, anticipating that cases are likely to
become frequent when European states will take possession of
fresh territory in Africa, agreed, in order that these occupations
may be valid, that any power go doing shall at once inform the
others, who can then make objections if they so desire. All
friends of humanity can but admit that these regulations are
most admirable.  Why should their application be confined to
a certain zone of the dark continent ¢

The delegates of the powers concerned in the Berlin conven-
tion met in 1890, at Brussels, to consider what measures should be
adopted definitely to abolish the slave trade, and to put a stop to
the burning of villages, the massacre of their inhabitants, the lay-
ing waste of vast tracts of land, and all the abominations attend-
ant on this odious trafficc. More than one difficulty arose in the
eourse of the conference, and more particularly with regard to the
right of searching vessels at sea, which France refused to admit;
but in the end humane feeling predominated, and, by means of a
few reciprocal concessions, an agreement was arrived at All
the powers undertook to do what they could to suppress the slave
trade, and to this end rigid supervision is to be maintained on the
coasts and at all ports.  The dhows, or vessels usually employed
for the transport of slaves, may be stopped and taken to a neigh-
boring port to await judgment, whatever may be the colors they
fily. In order to check the trade at its source, the conference
recommended the creation of strongly-fortified inland stations, the
organization of flying columns, the construction of roads, railways,
and telegraph lines, the establishment of steamers on the lakes, and
the prohibition of the importation of completed arms and ammuni-
tion into the territories where the slave trade exists. Even the
Mohammedan states, where domestic slavery flourishes, have
undertaken to forbid theimportation and transit of African slaves.
Finally, the conference decided to adopt certain measures in
order to lessen the amount of distilled liquors imported. The
trade is entirely forbidden on all territory where it has not
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already a footing, and elsewhere it issubjected to a duty of fifteen
francs per hectoliter, which duty is liable to be raised 10 twenty-
five francs after a lapse of three years. This legislation is, how-
ever, clearly insufficient. European distillers should not be
allowed to poison and stupefy the poor natives under pretense of
freedom of trade The importation of intoxicants ought to be

‘abzolutely forbidden, or a prohibitory tax ought to be put upon

them. At Berlin the conference did not dare to attack his diabol-
ical majesty King Aleohol, but he was wounded at Brussels, and
let us hope that at the next meeting he will receive his death
blow.

The way in which the European states have divided Afriea
between them is not less worthy of attention than the faeis we
have already noticed. As Mr. David Dudley Field remarked in
the recent congress of the Peace Association at London, these
possessions might have been disputed by force of arms, with
bloodshed on all sides: but instead of this, all has been settled

‘peaceably. Certainly this has not been done without some degree

of difficulty or without oceasional offense in some quarters; but

gtill the peace has never been threatened. Diplomatists have

taken the place of generals and admirals, and the pen has been
eubstituted for the sword.

Some mew principles of international law governed these
arrangements; among others, that of the “‘]:rmmut:ﬂmte,” that of the
“zone of influence,” and that of the “ hfnterland.” A protectorate

simply means the taking possession of a province belonging to
‘another state, and the administration of it at pleasure. It is in
point of fact, annexation, though the rights of the suzerain are
respected nominally. Protection in this sense is synonymous

‘mth spoliation. For instance, the French acted on this prineiple

in Tnmu, and the Enghsh at Zanzibar. The zone of influence is
‘& concession, made to a given state by other states, of a territory

over which no one of them has any nght The theory of the

hinterland (backland) is of German origin. Aecntﬂ'mg to this
‘theory, when a state ocenpies the coasts of a certain region, this
‘oecupation may be extended inland to an indefinite distance,

until it comes into contact with the hinterland of another power.

1 ‘Such principles necessarily induced conflicts and difficulties,
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Encouraged, it is said, by the English government, they founded
a eolony on the coast of the Red Sea, on a spot formerly supposed
to belong to Egypt, between the eighteenth degree of north lati-
tude and the strait of Bab-el-Mandeb. The central point of this
colony is Massowah, and Italy is desirous ef extending it in-
land, for on the coastit adjoins, on the north, the possessions
of Egypt at Suakin, and on the south those of France. As
an unoccupied portion of territory still separates Italy from
her two neighbors, no frontier regulations have so far been
judged necessary. However, within the last few days we have
been informed that negotiations are on foot between the cabi-
nets of London and Rome with reference to the limits of
Italy’s zone of influence, or hinferiand, but that they have been
suspended because the powers have failed to come to terms as to
the possession of Kassala, now in the hands of the Mahdists,
“ Kaseala is essential to us,” say the Italians, *for through it we
reach the Atbara, a tributary of the Nile; and only thus can we
secure an active trade for Massowah.” “We quite understand
this," England replies, “ but we, as gnardians of Egypt, cannot
admit the complete alienation of an important place which she
has momentarily lost, but which she will one day retake.” The
truth is that Kassala commands Khartoum, and Ehartoum com-
mands not only Egypt, but all that vast region lying between
Lakes Tchad and Vietoria and the Nile. The English hope to
reach the Sondan and Darfour either by Lake Victoria or by the
Nile, and have no desire to meet the Italians there. We must
mention, in conclusion, that Spain has proelaimed sovereignty
over the coast of the Sahara from Cape Bojador to Cape Blaneo,
and over the territory on Corisco Bay south of the Gaboon River.
Now if we compare the map of Africa of ten years ago with
the present map, we find immense changes. No parallel can
be found in the history of the world. Quite recently, save
Algeria in the north and Cape Colony in the south, the European
powers, even France in Senegambia and Portpgal in Angola and
Mozambigue, possessed only a few isolated posts around the coast.
At the present time the whole of the vast African continent,
except the central portion surrounding Lake Tchad, has been
divided up, E:n‘d six states have allotted themselves immense de-






