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This volume is the result of a selection of papers presented at the second conference of the 
School of Mamluk Studies (Liège, 2015) whose theme was The Mamluk Sultanate and Its 
Periphery. It is well known that Mamluk studies suffer from a deficit of interest for the 
peripheral areas because of the centripetal effect played by the main cities of the sultanate, i.e. 
the political centers (Cairo and Damascus), where most of the historians whose works 
constitute the lion’s share of modern studies lived. Nevertheless, it is still possible to study 
aspects related to regions, cities, villages by resorting to these classical sources but also and 
above all to other types of sources (documents, archaeological excavations). Obviously, the 
concept of periphery can be interpreted in various ways. Above all, it is understood in 
geographic, political, or economic terms: the periphery is defined in relation to the center of 
power, whether central or local. It can also be interpreted in sociological and religious terms. 
In this case, the concept can be applied to practices or parts of the society considered 
borderline. The eight essays collected in this volume seek to explore this question of the 
periphery from these various angles. 


