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Ultraviolet observations of the atmospheres
of Venus and Mars and implications for their
dynamics

The ESA Mars Express and Venus Express spacecrafts carry
similar ultraviolet spectrographs (namely, SPICAM and
SPICAV) that observe the upper atmosphere of Mars and
Venus. The airglow and aurora they observed were used as
tracers of the dynamics, structure and composition of the
upper atmosphere (between 80 and 180 km).

Arnaud Stiepen
University of Liege

I present a summary of the motivations for such studies,
recent discoveries and implications for the IUVS instrument
onboard the NASA/MAVEN spacecraft.
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