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A revised DR Congo mining code could lead to a
decrease in Chinese investment in the country

As China shows indications of being willing to fall in line 1

with international standards on procuring conflict

Tweet

minerals, Sophie Wintgens examines the strategic issues Share

facing China as DR Congo seeks to revise its mining code.

In comparison to its strong historic ties with the rest of sub-Saharan Africa,
China’s entry into DR Congo came late but it was swift and sudden. For
instance, China’s investment in the mining industry rose sharply from 10% in
2005 to 50% by mid-2013, reportedly including over 90% of exports from the
mineral-rich province of Katanga'. Since the 2000s, China’s active diplomacy in
DR Congo has been part of its foreign policy, which involves searching for
commodities in new markets abroad in order to pursue its economic

development and maintain its own political and social stability.

Minerals are vital for China's development, which explains its strong interest in
the Central African country’s copper, cobalt, diamond, platinum, and
manganese ore2. The partnership blossomed after Joseph Kabila won
democratic presidential elections in 2006 and needed investment to rebuild
the country3. The Chinese then delivered on a promise of “alternative”
assistance to Western development aid to meet Kinshasa’s interests.
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proposal, and industry initiatives. Less than a norms maker in the making,
China is adopting regulations and standards to shape company behaviour in
order to stay in the race with its western competitors.

Dr Sophie Wintgens is a lecturer in Political Science and International
Science in the Centre for International Relations Studies (CEFIR), Political
Science Department, University of Liége (Belgium). Sophie is currently a
post-doctoral fellow at the Political Observatory of Latin America and the
Caribbean of the Centre for International Studies and Research (OPALC-
CERI, Sciences Po Paris, France), researching EU and Chinese strategies
towards Latin America and their competition in terms of industrial and
trade norms in developing these strategies.

The views expressed in this post are those of the author and in no way
reflect those of the Africa at LSE blog or the London School of Economics
and Political Science.

IMF Trade Data; Economist Intelligence Unit, « Congo (Democratic Republic) »,
June 11, 2013.

2 UNCTAD, Economic Development in Africa Report 2012. Structural
Transformation and

Sustainable

Development in Africa, New York and Geneva, UN, 2012, p. 46.
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3 Gizenga's Government Programme for 2007-2011 is focused on five

measures to which priority importance

must be attached: infrastructures, employment, education, water and
electricity, health. DRC, Programme du

Gouvernement (2007-2011), Kinshasa, February 2007, p. 68.

4 The guidelines propose to reduce operating risks for Chinese mining and

mineral trading companies overseas

and to ensure that they do not trade in conflict minerals - minerals that are

mined or traded in a way that fund

rogue groups or rogue army elements that commit violence against local
people in countries such as Myanmar,

DRC and Colombia. CHINA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF METALS, MINERALS &
CHEMICALS

IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS, Guidelines for Social Responsibility in Outbound

Mining Investments, Beijing,

October 2014.

5 Chinese companies own about 80% of the mineral-processing plants in the
Katanga province and nearly 90%of the minerals extracted from these mines
are exported to China. KPMG GLOBAL MINING INSTITUTE,

“Democratic Republic of Congo. Country mining guide”, KPMG Strategy Series,
2014, p. 20.
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