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MMIA = Majallat al-Majma al-Ilmi al-Arabi, Damascus
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REJ = Revue des Études Juives
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TBG = Tijdschrift van het Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen
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Ibn Abd al-akam family

The Ibn Abd al-akam family, 
active in Egypt during the second/eighth 
and third/ninth centuries, was an impor-
tant family of scholars who produced signif-
icant works on history and jurisprudence. 
The name “Ibn Abd al-akam” refers to 
several distinguished members of this fam-
ily, all descendants of Ab Uthmn Abd 
al-akam b. Ayan b. Layth (d. 171/787), 
a minor faqh (expert on law) from Alex-
andria, whose family came from the small 
village of aql, near Aylah (modern-day 
Aqaba, Jordan). The best-known mem-
bers of the family are Abdallh b. Abd 
al-akam (d. 214/829) and two of his 
sons, Muammad (d. 268/882) and Abd 
al-Rahmn (d. 257/871). Abdallh, a 
leader of the nascent Mlik school in 
al-Fus, wrote some of the earliest com-
pendia of Islamic law, two of which have 
survived to this day. Muammad trans-
mitted his father’s work and also stud-
ied with important scholars in Egypt, 
such as Abdallh b. Wahb (d. 197/812) 
and al-Shfi (d. 204/820); his biogra-
phy of the caliph Umar b. Abd al-Azz  
(r. 99–101/717–20), based on his father’s 

lectures, survives. Abd al-Rahmn is best 
known as a historian, due to his well-
known book on the conquest of Egypt. 
The family was wealthy and gained some 
political influence but suffered a reversal 
of fortune in the mid-third/ninth century.
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Jonathan Brockopp

Ibn Abd al-hir, Muy l-Dn

Muy l-Dn Ibn Abd al-hir 
Ab l-Fal Abdallh b. Abd al-hir 
b. Nashwn b. Abd al-hir b. Al b.  
Najda al-Sad al-Raw al-Judhm  
(d. 692/1293), who served as a secre-
tary at the state chancery in Cairo, is 
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the author of panegyrical histories of the 
several Mamlk sultans under whom he 
served. Little is known about Ibn Abd 
al-hir’s life. He was born in Cairo on 
19 Muarram 620/22 February 1223. 
His education followed the traditional cur-
riculum until he began work in the state 
chancery, probably during the reign of the 
Mamlk sultan Quuz (r. 657–8/1259–
60). From that time until his death he 
remained in the service of the sultans, 
most notably as a secretary of state (ktib 
al-sirr) and, for an undefined period, as the 
head of the chancery (ib dwn al-insh). 
His son, Fat al-Dn Muammad  
(d. 691/1291), succeeded him in this posi-
tion, but he died a year before his father. 
Ibn Abd al-hir died on 3 Rajab 692/9 
June 1293 in Cairo. He was buried in his 
mausoleum near the mosque he had built 
in al-Qarfa, a cemetery outside Cairo, at 
the foot of al-Muqaam, a plateau to the 
east of Cairo.

Most of Ibn Abd al-hir’s several 
historical and literary works have been 
preserved, entirely or in part. His activ-
ity as secretary at the chancery gave him 
the opportunity to take part in some of 
the most important events of his time and 
to write histories of the three sultans he 
served. The first, titled al-Raw al-zhir f 
srat al-Malik al-hir “The brilliant gar-
den, or the life of al-Malik al-hir [Bay-
bars]” (London, British Library, MS Add. 
23,331; Istanbul, Süleymaniye Kütüpha-
nesi, MS Fatih 4366), was composed dur-
ing Baybars’ lifetime (r. 658–76/1260–77) 
and covers the events related to his reign 
up until his death. The second work, 
Tashrf al-ayym wa-l-ur f srat al-Malik 
al-Manr “The honorary present of the 
days and nights in the life of al-Malik 
al-Manr [Qalwn],” deals with the 
reign of Qalwn (678–89/1279–90). 
The unicum (unique copy) preserved (Paris, 

BNF, MS arabe 1704, presentation copy) 
contains only parts 2 and 3, covering the 
years 680/1281 to 689/1290. The last 
work, al-Alf al-khafiyya min al-sra al-sharfa 
al-sulniyya al-malakiyya al-Ashrafiyya “The 
concealed benevolences of the noble life 
of the sultan al-Malik al-Ashraf [Khall],” 
concerns the sultanate of Qalwn’s son 
Khall (689–93/1290–93). Only one man-
uscript is available (Munich, Bayerische 
Staatsbibliothek, MS 405, a presentation 
copy, presumably a holograph), which 
includes only the third part of the four 
that were composed, covering four months 
(the last three months of 690/1291 and 
the first month of 691/1292).

These three works broadly follow the 
chronology of events and thus belong to 
the annalistic genre. However, the mate-
rial is organised by themes, which are 
introduced by a subtitle, rather than by 
the year. Since these are histories com-
posed during the lifetime of the sultans 
concerned and probably presented to 
each of them, they must be considered as 
panegyrical. Unsurprisingly, some parts 
try to legitimise the actions of the sultans, 
such as the usurpation of power in the 
case of Baybars. The fourth part of al-Alf 
al-khafiyya, unfortunately lost, was devoted 
to Khall’s commendable actions and lib-
eralities. Ibn Abd al-hir’s bombastic 
style is typical of his time, and a decisive 
influence in this respect was the work of 
al-Q l-Fdil (d. 596/1200), secretary 
of the Ayybid sultan al al-Dn (Sala-
din, r. 564–89/1169–93). In any case, Ibn 
Abd al-hir was a privileged witness to 
and at times an actor in the political life 
in Egypt and Syria. His works, full of cop-
ies of documents he redacted, remain a 
source of primary importance for the 
study of the beginning of the Mamlk 
sultanate. One of Ibn Abd al-hir’s 
writings also focussed on the topography 
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of Cairo, particularly during the Fimid 
period (r. 297–567/909–1171), al-Rawa 
al-bahiyya al-zhira f khia al-Muizziyya 
al-Qhira “The splendid and radiant gar-
den regarding the quarters of al-Muizz’s 
Cairo,” of which a unicum has been found 
(London, British Library, MS Or. 13317, 
fols. 142a–180b).

Ibn Abd al-hir was also active in 
the field of literature, in both poetry and 
rhymed prose. In addition to the numer-
ous documents that he redacted and 
quoted in his own works, also surviving 
is a fragment of his Dwn (Leiden, Uni-
versiteitsbibliotheek, MS Or. 2688; Cairo, 
Dr al-Kutub, MS 101 shir Taymr) as 
well as some of his private letters (Damas-
cus, Maktabat al-Asad, MS 9205, fols. 
171b-181a; Cairo, Dr al-Kutub, MSS 
3911 adab, 840 majm, fols. 14–21, 34 
adab Taymr). A maqma (literary piece in 
rhymed prose) dedicated to Egypt, the 
Nile, and the island of al-Rawa (Cairo), 
is preserved, together with a selection of 
some of his documents and poems, in 
al-afad’s (d. 750/1349) al-Tadhkira, vol. 
44 (London, British Library, MS Or. 1353, 
fols. 93a-95b). A description of the courier 
pigeons used by the chancery, Tamim 
al-amim “The necklaces of the pigeons,” 
is also known to have existed. Although 
it is lost, some parts can be found in the 
quotations from it made by later authors, 
including al-Maqrz (d. 845/1442) in his 
Khia and al-Qalqashand (d. 821/1418) 
in his ub al-ash. A rather long section 
from this work was copied from al-afad’s 
al-Tadhkira by Ibn ijja (d. 837/1434) in 
his Qahwat al-insh (ed. Rudolf Veselý, 
Beirut 2005, 82–6).

Ibn Abd al-hir took al-Q l-Fil 
as a model for his own prose and gath-
ered some of his letters in a collection 
titled al-Durr al-nam f awf al-Q 
l-Fil Abd al-Ram (“The strung pearl, 

or the qualities of al-Q al-Fil Abd 
al-Ram” (two manuscripts in Istanbul 
and one in Cairo); he also wrote a sum-
mary (mukhtaar) of his Taarr l-awb f 
tahdhb al-kitb (“The pursuit of correct-
ness regarding the refinement of calligra-
phy”), on calligraphy (lost but mentioned 
by Ktib Çeleb (jj Khalfa), Kashf 
al-unn, 1:359).

Bibliography

Edited works
al-Raw al-zhir f srat al-Malik al-hir, ed. 

Abd al-Azz al-Khuwayir, Riyadh 1976, 
partial ed. and trans. Syedah Fatima Sad-
eque, Baybars I of Egypt, Dacca 1956; Tashrf 
al-ayym wa-l-ur f srat al-Malik al-Manr, 
ed. Murd Kmil, Cairo 1961; al-Alf al-
khafiyya min al-sra al-sharfa al-sulniyya al-
ashrafiyya, ed. Axel Mober, Ur Abd Allah b. 
Abd e-âhir’s Biografi över Sultanen el-Melik 
el-Araf alîl, Lund 1922; al-Rawa al-bahiyya 
al-zhira f khia al-Muizziyya al-Qhira, ed. 
Ayman Fud Sayyid, Cairo 1996; Dwn, 
ed. Gharb Muammad Al Amad, Cairo 
1990; al-Durr al-nam f awf al-Q l-Fil 
Abd al-Ram, published as al-Durr al-nam 
min tarassul Abd al-Ram, ed. Amad Amad 
Badaw, Cairo 1959.

Sources
Baybars al-Manr, Zubdat al-fikra f tarkh al-

hijra, ed. Donald Richards (Beirut 1998), 
294–5; Ibn abb, Tadhkirat al-nabh f 
ayym al-Manr wa-banh, ed. Muammad 
Muammad Amn (Cairo 1976), 1:164; 
al-uq, Tl Kitb wafayt al-ayn, ed. Jac-
queline Sublet (Damascus 1974), 118–21; 
al-Birzl, al-Muqtaf al Kitb al-rawatayn, ed. 
Umar Abd al-Salm Tadmur (Sidon and 
Beirut 2006), 2:329; Ibn Shkir al-Kutub, 
Fawt al-Wafayt, ed. Isn Abbs (Bei-
rut 1978), 2:179–91; al-Dhahab, Tarkh 
al-Islm, ed. Umar Abd al-Salm Tadmur 
(Beirut 1990–2000), 52:155–6; al-Maqrz, 
al-Muqaff l-kabr, ed. Muammad al-Yalw 
(Beirut 1991, revised and corrected ed. 2006), 
4:320–1; Ibn Taghrbird, al-Manhal al-f 
wa-l-mustawf f bad al-Wf, ed. Muammad 
Muammad Amn (Cairo 1994), 7:98–100; 
Ktib Çeleb (jj Khalfa), Kashf al-unn 
an asm l-kutub wa-l-funn, ed. erefettin 



128	 ibn ab l-ashʿath

Yaltkaya and Rifat Bilge (Istanbul 1941),  
vol. 1, cols. 359, 716, 919, 925, vol. 2, col. 
1016.

Studies
GAL 1:318–9; GALS 1:551; Khayr al-Dn 

al-Zirikl, al-Alm (Beirut 2002), 4:98; Umar 
Ri Kala, Mujam al-muallifn (Beirut 
1993), 2:253; Riy Abd al-amd Murd 
and Ysn al-Sawws, Fihris makht Dr 
al-Kutub al-hiriyya, qism al-adab (Damascus 
1982), 1:277; Paul Casanova, L’Historien 
Ibn ‘Abd Adh-Dhhir, Mémoires publiés par 
les membres de la mission archéologique française 
au Caire VI (1893), 493–505; Johannes Ped-
ersen, Ibn Abd al-hir, EI2; Muammad 
al-abb b. al-Khja, Ar al-Mamlk. Taras-
sul Ibn Abd al-hir, Tunis 1956;  Reuven 
Amitai, Ibn Abd al-hir, Muy al-Dn 
(1223–1292), in D. R. Woolf (ed.), A global 
encyclopedia of historical writing (New York and 
London 1998), 435–6; Donald S. Richards, 
Ibn Abd al-hir, EAL 1:303.

Frédéric Bauden

Ibn Ab l-Ashath

Ab Jafar Amad Ibn Ab l-Ashath 
(d. 360/970 or shortly after) was a physi-
cian connected to the amdnid court in 
Mosul who wrote medical books as well 
as commentaries on and summaries of 
the works of Galen. The main source for 
his life and works is an entry in Ibn Ab 
Uaybia’s (d. 668/1270) Uyn al-anb 
f abaqt al-aibb (“The best account 
of the classes of physicians”), which is 
itself based on information from Ab 
Sad Ubaydallh b. Bukhtsh (d. after 
450/1058, cf. Ullmann, Medizin, 230). 
According to the Uyn, Ibn Ab l-Ashath 
was born in Frs and later moved to 
Mosul, where he cured the son (probably 
Ab Taghlib Ghaanfar, born 328/938–
9) of Nir al-Dawla, its amdnid ruler. 
He probably moved to Mosul between 
330/940–1 and 341/951–2 (Kruk, Ibn 

Abi-l-Ashath’s Kitb, 122–3), living there 
until his death in 360/970 or shortly 
thereafter. He left behind several children. 
He had a number of pupils, one of whom 
was Amad b. Muammad al-Balad, the 
author of Kitb tadbr al-abl wa-l-afl  
(“Book on the regimen of pregnant 
women and children,” d. probably in the 
last quarter of the fourth/tenth century).

Ibn Ab Uaybia mentions eighteen 
works written by him. Several of these 
are extant, although none have been 
edited. His works are mostly of a medi-
cal or pharmacological nature, including 
treatises on specific illnesses on which 
he wrote commentaries, and adapta-
tions of Galen’s writings, such as syn-
opses of his “sixteen books” and of his 
works on the elements and temperaments 
(see Ullmann, Medizin, 38–40, nos. 4–9;  
GAS 3:302). In these he extensively clas-
sifies and systematises the contents of the 
originals, probably for didactic purposes. 
Similar adaptations of some of Aristo-
tle’s works are mentioned, although no 
titles or manuscripts are known. He also 
wrote a book on dietetics, Kitb al-ghdh 
wa-l-mughtadh (“On nourishing and being 
nourished”), written in Qalat Barq and 
dated 348/959; a book on pharmacology, 
Kitb quw l-adwiya al-mufrada (“On the 
powers of simple medicines”), written in 
353/965 for his pupil al-Balad and a fel-
low student, which is partly extant; a book 
on sleep and waking, written for the wazr 
Ibn Fala al-Balad; a treatise on lep-
rosy for his pupil Muammad b. Thawb 
al-Mawil, known as Ibn al-Thallj; and 
a book on “on the appearing of blood.”

Ibn Ab Uaybia also mentions a book 
on metaphysics (al-Ilm al-ilh ). This is no 
longer extant, but a passage in Ibn Ab 
l-Ashath’s Kitb al-ayawn (“The book 
of living beings”) offers a clue about its 


