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CEONTEXT

v_ Resiliencegof tropical forest ecosystems in a context obal@hange is a major concerr
forthe scientific community (Betsch, 2001).

v Thisresilienct depend, amongethel things, on theregenerativ capacit' of disturbet
ecosystems (Bakker etal., 2000).

v' "The regeneration of'plants is governed by an iginumber of strategies (Rollet; 19383).

MacarariEI The soil'seed bank of African forests remains poorly ddFigure 1). i exceﬂlsalok‘o)
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AIM
Improve the knowledge on the role of the soil seed barike resilience of Central African

forests.

I centre dendemisme Guinéo-Congolals ‘\'\ AS S U M PT I O N S

0 oo iz \ v’ The soil seed bank reflects only potentially the comp@siof the surrounding vegetation
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v Within'a given forest habitat, the composition of thieire vegetation is influenced by the

Fig 1. Map of tropical African forests, adapted from White (198
showin¢ the siteswhere studie! on theseet bank have beei
undertaken (red circles)

*bee bank, butalsc by the inclusion oseecrain.
v Strong inter-habitat variations in the compositidrthe seed bank are related to the

surrounding vegetation, but also to edaphic comnaktio
METHODOLOGY

Seed ofCanarium schweinfurthi{Aiéle)
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Pods ofErythrophleum ivorensgrali) Seed ofRicinodendron heudelot{Essessang)
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ORIGINALITY

v Few studies on forest resilience through the soil seed ba
considered different geological substrates.

v" Innovative approach of seed banlsurrounding vegetation

£ _§ '? -**if":,; gk R - comparisons through spectroscopic analysis.
%/~ il i "~ ¥ Most studies testing seed viability/dormancy by tibeial method
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== ~ -~ = |used a single geological substrates
Leaf of Musanga cecropioides
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