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Methodology: survival analysis

• Problems of “right-censoring” with longitudinal data

• Classic regressions (OLS, logistic regression) are less appropriate

• Solution: A survival/Event history analysis

• The duration that is required to move from one state (entering 
Parliament) to another (leaving Parliament) is the subject of 
investigation

• In this paper=> Cox model
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At this stage of the research, two questions

• What are the differences observed in survival rates between 
regionalist/state-wide parties in the regional and national Parliaments?

• What is the impact of former political experience at one level of 
government on survival rate at another level? 

• Controlling for 
-age; gender ;electoral districts;
-members of the cabinets; the first regional legislature;
-time as member of the parliamentary majority,





Results 1

• In comparison to all political careers, political careers of candidates 
from regionalist parties tend to have (a much) better survival rate in 
regional Parliaments

• Yet, political careers in state-wide-parties do not present a better 
survival rate in national Parliaments 

=>Except in Quebec







Results 2

• A former political regional experience significantly reduces survival 
at the national level. 

=> Hazard ratios of leaving the national parliament is 1 to 2% for each 
month spent at the regional level!

• whereas a former national political experience has almost no impact 
upon subsequent regional political careers
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Next steps…

• Including in the model:

-local offices

-individual preference (candidate survey)

-electoral systems

-candidate selection procedure for each party

-ratio of national/regional seats

-regional authority index

-expectation to be in power (survey)



Thanks for your attention!
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