
“Environmental migration and displacement is a massive phenomenon, a new wicked 
universality whose political influence is felt everywhere. This book is important not only 
for those who document the pace and size of the phenomenon, but also for those in 
receiving countries who must learn how to cope with it.”
Bruno Latour, sociologist and philosopher, France 

The Routledge Handbook of Environmental Displacement and Migration provides a 
state-of-the-science review of research on how environmental variability and change 
influence current and future global migration patterns and, in some instances, trigger 
large-scale population displacements. Drawing together contributions from leading 
researchers in the field, this compendium will become a go-to guide for established and 
newly interested scholars, for government and policymaking entities, and for students 
and their instructors. It explains theoretical, conceptual, and empirical developments 
that have been made in recent years; describes their origins and connections to broader 
topics including migration research, development studies, and international public policy 
and law; and highlights emerging areas where new and/or additional research and 
reflection are warranted.

The structure and the nature of the book allow the reader to quickly find a concise review 
relevant to conducting research or developing policy on particular topics, and to obtain a 
broad, reliable survey of what is presently known about the subject.

Robert McLeman is a former foreign service officer specializing in migration 
management and is presently Associate Professor of Geography and Environmental 
Studies at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, Canada.

François Gemenne is Director of the Hugo Observatory at the University of Liège, 
Belgium. He also teaches environmental politics at Sciences Po in Paris and the Free 
University of Brussels.
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