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Interval zones were introduced for the miospores of the whole
Devonian by Streel et al. (1987). The advantage of the interval
zone concept on the assemblage zone concept, the latter most
commonly used in palynology, is that it allows unequivocal
correlations with interval zones based on other fossils. The
guality of these correlations (CQI in fig. 1) depends on the
"distance" between the miospore data and the faunal and
lithological data.

The interval zones are based on biochorizons, i.e. on first (FOB)
or exceptionally last (LOB) occurrences of single species,
searched for in continuous marine miospore- bearlng sequences,
preferably in uniform lithologies.

Correlations between these biochorizons and conodont zonation are
given for the Middle and Upper Devonian of the Ardenne-Rhine
regions (fig. 2). Lower Devonian bichorizons are correlated with
chitinozoa zonation.
Consequences for the correlation with the recently defined stage
stratotype are emphasized.
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Carrelation Quality Jodex (CQl) between any refe:
faunal (here conodont) and miospore zones. From | 1o
dectrasing in quality).
(1) Reference fauna in same section sod same hlhoiog:a! unit
as reference point of miospore zone.
(2) Reference fauns in same section but other lithological unit
as reference point of miospore zone
{3} Reference (auna in another section {3+ at short duuncl!.
3— at long distance), but in same lithological unit containin;
other faunzl or fAoral data also known in reference wcuon
miospore zoue,
{4} Reference faupa in another section (44 at short d:sunce.
4— at long distance), but in other lithological unit containing
other faunai or floral data also knows in refercnce section of
miospore zone.
(5) Reference fauna in another section (5+ at short distance;
35— at long distance), in same lithological unit but without
common faunal or Boral data with reference section of
miospore zone. ;
5 ] (6} Reference [avna in another section (6 + at short distance,
—_— 6— at tong distance}, in other lithological umit but without
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common faunal or floral data with reference section of.
miospore zone. :
SECTION

Fig. 1: from Streel and Lobozxak
in press.
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Fig. 2: from Streel and Loboziak, in press.
cQl = Correlation Quality Index (See fig. 1)
*/x% 3 *x = CQI of the lowest correlation, ** = ¢Ql of the

highest correlation.
FOB = first occurrence biohorizon
LOB = last occurrence biohorizon.




